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When Patty Scarafile walked into a real 
estate office in 1977 to interview for a 
part-time job, she never dreamed of one 
day climbing the ladder to become CEO 

of that company, known today as local real estate market 
leader Carolina One Real Estate.

“I probably would not hire me if I sat in front of 
me today,” she laughed. “What I was looking for was 
something that I could do while keeping my three young 
children my priority. I quickly learned that it’s a very 
serious job, and most people can’t do it on a part-time 
basis. As an independent real estate person, you set your 
own hours, which oftentimes means working any time 
that is convenient for your clients, not necessarily when it’s 
convenient for yourself or your family.”

Scarafile worked part-time for two weeks before 

becoming a full-time residential salesperson and continued 
on that path for about a year-and-a-half before she began 
training some of the company’s new agents who were just 
entering the business. Within a few years of her initial hire, 
she had worked her way up to be named manager of one 
of the company’s East Cooper offices. 

As the company evolved, like many do, merging from 
one franchise name to another over the decades – ERA 
O’Shaughnessy Real Estate to O’Shaughnessy Real Estate to 
Coldwell Banker O’Shaughnessy to Prudential Carolina Real 
Estate and then simply Carolina One Real Estate – Scarafile 
remained dedicated to her trade and fellow employees.

When the owner and founder of the company passed 
away from a sudden medical complication, his son, Michael 
O’Shaughnessy, who had been in sales, assumed a leadership 
position. Scarafile did everything she could do help the 
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Bookish

Once upon a time, a young Josephine 
Humphreys plucked her first volume of 
literature from the family bookshelf – perhaps 
Greek mythology, perhaps short stories by 

Faulkner – and tucked it under her arm. Though she 
wasn’t even 8 years old and had no inkling of one day 
becoming a writer, Josephine felt drawn to the heady 
literature, the “only books in the house.”

By  D e n I s e  K .  J a M e s 

Josephine Humphreys on the Path to Being a Writer

A

Business
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The Pioneers
For centuries, women have traditionally established 

and maintained homes but few ventured into the field of 
selling homes. Even when women sought paying jobs, they 
were typically clerical positions. But as the business of real 

estate grew, so did the female presence in the industry. 
Many of the earliest women in real estate also were 

suffragettes. Eulalie Chafee Salley of Aiken, South 
Carolina, entered the profession in order to finance her 
passion for womens’ rights. She capitalized on wealthy 
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Sisters
Susan Frost  and the men of  the Char leston Real  Estate 
Exchange.  Establ ished in  1906,  i t  later  became the Char leston 
tr ident  associat ion of  Realtors.

P h o t o  co u r t e s y  o f  t h e  C h a r l e s t o n 
Tr i d e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  R e a l t o r s .
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H      onesty and 
reliability – these 
are traits that matter 
most to local real 

estate agent Jane Milner. Milner 
attributes 
her success 

as a Realtor to her immaculate attention to detail, her integrity and her ability to nurture relationships 
with clients from all over the country.

As an agent with William Means Real Estate, Milner’s credits in the industry include Realtor of 
Distinction, Accredited Buyer Representative and Certified International Property Specialist. She has been 
a part of the Charleston community for over 30 years and places her work with potential buyers and sellers 
in the highest regard. Milner markets herself through her extensive referral network of friends, colleagues, 
builders and architects and, most importantly, finds joy in introducing new people to the area. 

Having lived in neighborhoods including downtown Charleston, Sullivan’s Island, the Old Village and, 
currently, I’On, Milner said: “I have a great sense of what neighborhood might be the perfect fit for my 
clients. In our thriving local market today, I distinguish myself as a Realtor who prioritizes the needs of my 
buyers throughout the entire home buying process. I pride myself on helping make my client’s dreams of a 
new home come to life.” 

“I have been fortunate to have sold two of the most expensive homes on Isle of Palms and Wild Dunes 
last year,” she added.

Friends and family continuously told Milner that she would be excellent in the real estate industry, and, 
after years in the non-profit world, her heart finally told her that she should listen. Being a mother of two 
daughters and a grandmother of two vibrant grandchildren, she understands the importance of putting down 
roots for you and your family. 

“Bloom where you are planted” is her motto, as her mother used to always say. 

By  Pa m E l a  B R o W n s t E I n

Jane 
Milner
Realtor of Distinction, ABR, CIPS

William Means Real Estate

843-224-7339 

janemilnerproperties.com
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